
Spotlight on America national television in-
vestigation this year featured the John Taylor 

Babbitt Foundation and its vice president, JoAnne 
Babbitt, discussing the need for automated exter-
nal defibrillators (AEDs) in every U.S. school.

When a sudden cardiac arrest happens, AEDs 
can prevent tragedy, especially at schools where 
young athletes are at risk. But Babbitt told Spot-
light on America that a patchwork of laws across 
the nation show that these devices aren’t required 
in schools in many states. 

In fact, she reported, only 17 states, including 
New Jersey, have regulations in place that require 
AEDs in schools. Only eight states, New Jersey 
included, have language that mandates AEDs 
near athletic fields or during sporting events.

“You need to have those devices where the 

public can see them,” Babbitt told the Spotlight 
on America investigative team. “It is a simple 
thing. There’s no reason we don’t have them in all 
places of public assembly.”

Sudden cardiac arrest is a life-threatening 
emergency that impacts more than 350,000 
Americans of all ages each year, according to the 
Sudden Cardiac Arrest Foundation. It is not like a 
heart attack because there is no warning. Instead, 
the heart stops beating, and the patient stops 
breathing and becomes unresponsive. 

Babbitt is a board member of the Sudden 
Cardiac Arrest Foundation and was asked by its 
president, Mary Newman, to be a part of the 
Spotlight on America telecast, a product of Sin-
clair Broadcast Group’s award-winning National 
Investigative team. 

Global shortage of semiconductors 
has caused supply chain issues

here’s both good and bad news on the auto-
mated external defibrillator front. 
Global demand for the lifesaving devices 

has increased, which may have come about af-
ter Danish soccer player Christian Eriksen, 29, 
suffered sudden cardiac arrest during the Euro 
2021, an international soccer tournament, and 
was revived with an AED.

The bad news is that supply disruption 
of AEDs has happened because of problems 
sourcing semiconductors, which are vital in 
AED manufacturing.

Recently, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) has added AEDs to its list of medi-
cal devices in short supply.

JoAnne Babbitt, vice president of the JTB 
Foundation, said that the shortage is expected 
to last until the end of the year. 

She explained that semiconductors have 
been in short supply throughout the Covid 
pandemic, mainly due to fabrication disrup-
tion and high demand for cars and consumer 
electronics. 

“We have not been able to get a hold of 
units since February,” Babbitt reported. Before 
the supply chain went dry, though, the JTB 
Foundation was able to donate 22 AEDs this 
year.  However, she emphasized the Founda-

Increased Awareness has led to a demand for AEDs
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JOANNE BABBITT, vice president of 
the JTB Foundation, talks with Spotlight 
on America about the need to get AEDs 
in places of public assembly. (Photo: Alex 
Brauer)
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tion is continuing to accept candidates 
in a queue for AEDs, and once the 
supply chain is moving, Babbitt said, 
her group will be proceeding with its 
distribution work. Babbitt added that 
the Foundation recently started seeing 
some availability, but it is device and 
manufacturer specific.

“The best way to get on the list is 
sign up on our website under the Ap-
ply for a Grant menu,” said Babbitt. 
“We are surprised more groups don’t 
do it.” 

Not long ago the FDA issued guid-
ance to manufacturers to modify their 
devices because of supply chain issues, 
which may bring the devices back into 
production.

Once that happens, donating organizations 
like the JTB Foundation have noticed a new 
trend in AED acquisition: at-home use. “As we 
do a better and better job of getting the word 
out about AEDs and how easy they are to use, 
people are starting to want the devices in their 
homes, especially those people with heart con-
ditions,” Babbitt said. “They are wondering 
why they don’t have one close by. At the same 
time, cardiologists are beginning to talk about 
this to their patients.”

According to the Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
Foundation and CARES data, in 2020 the 
location of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests in 

adults was most often a home or residence.
Recently, the JTB Foundation facilitated an 

at-home AED for a family where two people 
have heart conditions. “The family came to one 
of our CPR training classes and spoke to me 
afterward because their doctor said an at-home 
AED was something they should look into,” 
recalled Babbitt.

The Foundation also arranged the purchase 
of an at-home AED for a family that owns a 
group of cottages in upstate New York. “Fam-
ily members thought it would be prudent to 
have an AED up there,” noted Babbitt. 

AN AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRIL-
LATOR, or AED, sits just steps from the gymna-
sium at a high school in Pennsylvania. (Photo: Joce 
Sterman)
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Promising Research 
funded by JTB Foundation

ith generous support from the John 
Taylor Babbitt Foundation, signif-

icant progress has been made toward ex-
ploring the role of inflammation in ar-
rhythmic cardiomyopathy (AC).   

Mutations in the gene DSP can cause 
development of fat and scar in the normal 
heart muscle, which is a common feature of 
patients with AC, that can result in heart 
failure and life-threatening arrhythmias. In 
addition, some patients with DSP mutations 
will also have inflammation of the heart 
muscle called myocarditis.  

It is unclear whether this myocardi-
tis triggers worsening AC and potentially 
whether treating it may slow progression of 
AC. To figure this out, Dr. Landstrom and 
his team at Duke University have found a 
DSP mutation that has led to both AC and 
numerous episodes of myocarditis. They are 
using this mutation to investigate how DSP 
variants cause AC and the role of inflamma-
tion in disease severity.  

Funding from the John Taylor Babbitt 
Foundation has brought together other 
experts in the field to work on this study, 
including Dr. Anwar Chahal, Director of 
the Cardiovascular Genetics Program at U 
Penn, and Dr. Devyani Chowdhury Director 
of Cardiology Care for Children in Lancas-
ter, PA. 

Dr. Landstrom was privileged to give a 
series of talks to families through the Sud-
den Arrhythmia Death Syndrome (SADS) 
Foundation over the summer about this top-
ic, related topics such as gene therapy, and 
other advances in arrhythmic cardiomyopa-
thy and other SADS diseases.  

The Foundation is excited to support Dr. 
Landstrom and his team at Duke University 
in his efforts to understand genetic muta-
tions and their role in arrhythmic cardio-
myopathy.  

A LETTER FROM THE BABBITT FAMILY
The past year has certainly been full of 

excitement for our family and the foundation. 
It has also reinforced our need to be flexible in 
adapting to changes in our world. The global 
pandemic led us to find new and creative ways 
to teach CPR and how to use an AED, but it 
also was the impetus behind the current global 
supply shortage of these life saving devices. 

 As we write this letter, the lack of availability 
of AEDs is still very real and presents challenges 
for all who want and need to create heart safe 
environments. Thanks to your support, we 
continue to identify work arounds to deal with 
these new challenges. 

Since launching the foundation 16 years 
ago, we have seen first-hand that most people 
do not understand sudden cardiac arrest. This 
is a global public health crisis. As mentioned 

in our article CALL-PUSH-SHOCK the need 
for universal awareness and quick response is 
critical. We cannot prevent a sudden cardiac 
arrest from happening but a lay person or 
bystander’s response to these events can make 
the difference between life and death. Quite 
often, waiting for an ambulance to arrive at the 
scene is too late.   

Speaking of awareness and timely response, 
we hope you enjoy reading our article about 
the “Spotlight on America” investigative report 
featuring JoAnne being interviewed about 
AED requirements in schools. The entire 
interview can be viewed on our web site www.
jtbfoundation.org or on our Facebook page 
The John Taylor Babbitt Foundation. 

We look forward to continuing our 
efforts to not only raise awareness about the 
importance of CPR and AEDs but also work 
with researchers and the medical community to 
find ways to identify those at risk for sudden 
cardiac arrest, either through heart screenings 
or other scientific advances.

Last but not least, we started out by saying 
it has been an exciting year for our family. As 
our foundation continues to grow and prosper, 
so does our family. This year we were blessed 
to welcome a new addition to our family, John 
David Babbitt. We are all “over the moon” with 
joy and so in love with this little man. 

As always, thank you for continuing to 
support us on our journey to prevent sudden 
cardiac death. We could not do it without your 
love, prayers and support. 

With much appreciation,
Dave, JoAnne, Andrew, Colleen & John 

John Taylor Babbitt Foundation goals and objectives
TT

ear Friends and Supporters,DD
WW

he John Taylor Babbitt Foundation is a not-
for-profit 501(c)-3 organization founded in 

John’s memory and dedicated to preventing sud-
den cardiac death. 
Goals and Objectives:
 Install defibrillators (AEDs) in schools, athletic 

venues and public gathering places and facili-
tate training of individuals in the use of AEDs 
and CPR. 

 Propose and sponsor legislative efforts to en-
courage widespread placement of AEDs.

 Raise awareness of sudden cardiac arrest and 
the key role of bystanders in saving lives.

 Fund research on genetic cardiac disorders that 
increase risk of sudden cardiac death. 

 Promote and support screening for sudden car-
diac arrest risk factors

Research: 
 Support research on genetic cardiac disorders, 

including Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy and 
other diseases that increase the risk of sudden 
cardiac death

Screening:
 Promote screening programs to identify indi-

viduals at risk for sudden cardiac arrest and ef-
forts aimed at improving the accuracy and cost 
effectiveness of screening programs

Defibrillators and Training:
 Provide assistance for the planning, purchase 

and deployment of defibrillators
 Deliver and sponsor training programs in 

CPR/AED 
Legislation:
 Propose legislation and advocate for state-level 

and federal laws on defibrillators
 Work on municipal policies and procedures to 

support the purchase and maitenance of defi-
brillators

Awareness and Education:  
 Raise awareness of cardiac arrest and how to 

save lives at high schools, universities and 
among young adults

 Team on educational campaigns and outreach 
with the American Heart Association, Sud-
den Cardiac Arrest Foundation, Parent Heart 
Watch and other organizations

Contact info: For more information go to www.
jtbfoundation.org. Also on Facebook “The John 
Taylor Babbitt Foundation,” Instagram “John 
Taylor Babbitt Foundation,” and Twitter @the-
jtbtweet. 
Address: PO Box 698 Chatham, NJ 07928 973-
722-1212 

PICTURED ABOVE: Dr. Landstrom 
of Duke University and his lab team.
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JTB Foundation featured 
in national Spotlight on 
America investigation 

into lack of AEDs

CALL PUSH SHOCK, the need for common language 
in saving lives from sudden cardiac arrest

f there is going to be universal awareness of 
how to help victims in sudden cardiac arrest, 

there has to be “common language” everyone 
knows to recognize and respond to save lives.

All ages know of the common language Stop, 
Drop, and Roll when confronted with a situation 
where people are endangered by fire.

Now the JTB Foundation is participating 
in a similar movement across the country to get 
responders familiar with the language of sudden 
cardiac arrest. The words the Foundation wants 
everyone to know are: CALL   PUSH   SHOCK.

What do they mean?

According to JoAnne Babbitt, vice-president 
of the Foundation, when a bystander sees some-
one has collapsed and unresponsive, the first move 
is to CALL 911 to get help on the way immedi-
ately. “The next thing is to PUSH -- start CPR im-
mediately by pushing hard and fast on the center 
of the chest,” she explained. 

The “SHOCK” portion involves using an 
AED and following the prompts to restart the 
heart, said Babbitt.

“Sudden cardiac arrest leads to death in min-
utes if the victim doesn’t get help right away,” 
Babbitt continued. “Survival depends on people 

nearby calling 911, starting CPR, and using an 
AED as soon as possible.

Call Push Shock are three words that can easily 
meld into the national consciousness. To promote 
awareness, Babbitt moved to partner with a group 
of organizations that has formed a coalition to 
promote Call Push Shock, among them the Sud-
den Cardiac Arrest Foundation and Parent Heart 
Watch under the banner CallPushShock.org.

JTB Foundation promotes the common lan-
guage on its website and social media. “We are 
hoping Call Push Shock will soon become as uni-
versal as Stop, Drop, and Roll,” she said. 

Launched in 2018, Spotlight 
on America produces original investigative and 
enterprise reports - and specials - that air across 
90 ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX, stations nationwide.

She traveled to Washington, D.C. to be in-
terviewed, along with Maryland physician Henry 
Jampel, a survivor of sudden cardiac arrest.

During her interview, Babbitt made the case 
for a national movement to make Americans 
keenly aware of sudden cardiac arrest and realize 
that they, as laymen and women, can save a life 
with the use of their hands. She also advocated for 
federal legislation that requires AEDs in specific 
places.

It has been 16 years since JoAnne and David 
Babbitt’s son John collapsed during a school 
basketball game and died from sudden cardiac 
arrest. There was no readily available AED on the 
premises. 

“I take a look at what the landscape looked like 
when my son passed away to where we are right 
now,” said Babbitt. “I see progress. Is it enough? 
Absolutely not. But are we moving forward? Yes, 
we are. I do think we will get there.” 

PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT: Dave Babbitt, Lieutenant Giovanni Casale, and 
Chief Mike Zalis.

Green Village Fire Department has an AED, 
thanks to the John T. Babbitt Foundation

II
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fter two years of having a virtual Walk With Heart, the JTB Foun-
dation in May reintroduced the walk live component along with its 

virtual sister, bringing out hundreds of walkers at the event at The Pingry 
School campus and enrolling participants all over the world.

Virtual walkers participated from as far away as Dubai, United King-
dom and Singapore.

“Everything worked out very well,” noted JoAnne Babbitt, vice presi-
dent of the Foundation, who said the event raised more than $48,000. 

The individual who walked the most miles was Pat McCahill from 
Summit. His total was 18.42 miles. 

The team who worked the most miles – nearly 50 in all – was Grandma 
Barone. The team was awarded the right to direct an AED to whatever 
school or institution it chose. 

Babbitt was enthusiastic about those who came out to support the live 

event, including special sponsor Julie Pauly, owner of The Able Baker in 
Maplewood, New Jersey, Costco, Delta Financial Group and First Repub-
lic Bank. Also sponsors were Nora and Frank Murphy of New Providence, 
New Jersey, who are known for bringing trays of their famous crumb cake 
for participants to munch on.

Babbitt saluted the two Pingry School seniors who helped organize 
the Walk With Heart as their senior project. Abby DiGiorgio and Ally 
Williams worked throughout the year to plan the event, acquire materials, 
advertise the Walk, recruit young volunteers, and meet with faculty and 
staff at the school to facilitate a smooth live event.

“We couldn’t have done it without their efforts,” said Babbitt.
Next year the Walk With Heart in its live and virtual state will be held 

on a new day, Sunday, April 30. For 16 years it was always the third week 
of May, but because of Pingry’s schedule the date has changed. 

Walk With Heart 2022 held both in-person and virtually

PINGRY WALKERS emerge from the woods to show their loyalty 
to the JTB Foundation and Pingry School.

PP ingry students met on campus for 
their annual community service day, 

also known as Rufus Gunther Day. 
The students worked on preparing 

information kits to distribute at industry 
conventions, community fairs and events. 
The kits contained foundation informa-
tion, sudden cardiac arrest fact sheets, in-
formation on how to create a “heartsafe” 
school and campus, and included other 
goodies such as a pen, CPR barrier de-
vices, notepad and reusable shopping bags 
for groceries. 

The students also designed and create 
signs for Heart Month and decorated holi-

DAVE BABBITT (second from left) along with two seniors from 
Pingry who ran the WALK this year, Ally Williams (on crutch-
es) and Abby DiGiorgio, and guest speaker Lily Hughes. 

IT WAS COMMUNITY service day 
at The Pingry School, and students got 
creative with decorations connected 
with heart safety.

Club Activities: The Pingry School

AA

day ornaments (red wooden hearts) with 
messaging about CPR and AEDs. 

“The Foundation is honored to work 
with our youth at local high schools as 
these young adults are our next genera-
tion of life savers,” said JoAnne Babbitt, 
vice president of the JTB Foundation. 
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Walk With Heart 2022 held both in-person and virtually

A SPIRITED TEAM from the Grandma Barone group won top 
prize in the 2022 Walk with Heart. They went 49 miles. From left to 
right are Glenn Barone, Kathy Barone, JoAnne Babbitt and Paul 
Dedinsky.

AS PART OF THE JTB Foundation Walk with Heart 
event, Katelyn Peloquin and Florent Tixier won the best pho-
to award for this submission of a Chicago anchor overlooking 
Lake Michigan

Babbitt Ball is sellout again
JTB Board to plan the event. 

One new event this year was an online Silent 
Auction, which included tickets to an Elton John 
concert and exciting hotel stays in Charleston, 
South Carolina, Puerto Rico, and Palm Harbor, 
Florida.

The chance auction was another hit, with doz-
ens bidding on tickets to a Dua Lipa concert, Ap-
ple watches, and entry to City Climb at the Edge 
at Hudson Yards, which many call the ultimate 
skyscraping adventure. 

The Babbitt Ball always includes a short pres-

fter a pause in the popular Babbitt Ball be-
cause of Covid last year, the fifth stellar even-

ing was held Feb. 5 at the New York Athletic Club 
and attracted 450 young people, who mingled, 
danced to the band The Eleven’s New Authors, 
perused chance and online auctions, and had the 
opportunity to connect with heart health aware-
ness. 

The ball has come to be the social event of the 
winter among young professionals, and this year’s 
event raised $21,000.

A committee of young people works with the 

entation on heart health awareness amidst the 
festivities because the JTB Foundation believes 
it is important for young people to understand 
how learning about CPR and AEDs can save 
lives. This year’s dynamic speaker was JTB 
Foundation Board Member Mike Papale, who 
almost died of sudden cardiac arrest at the age 
of 17. 

The Babbitt Ball will take a hiatus for 2023 
as the Foundation focuses on additional initia-
tives and priorities. Look for news from us in 
mid-2023!  

BABBITT BALL in the winter brought out hundreds of young 
attendees. 

AA

BALL GOERS, some of them members of the organizing 
committee, enjoy themselves at the Babbitt Ball. 
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TB was excited to be back in the Spring 
Lake 5-Mile Run on May 28. JTB entered 

a team for the first time in two years that the 
charitable event was held. JTB was one of only 
22 charities that benefited from the Run. 

JTB has been an official Spring Lake 5 
charity partner since 2018, and each year the 
Foundation looks forward to kicking off the 

summer season with this 
special fundraiser. 

“We were so excited to 
see it back again this year,” 
said JoAnne Babbitt, 
vice president of the JTB 
Foundation. “This race 
represents the official start 
of the Jersey Shore sum-
mer season for thousands 
of people.”

The run raised $3,000 
for the Foundation.

This was the 44th run-
ning of the event. Since 
its inception the race has 
grown into one of the 
country’s biggest and best 
running events. Since 
2002, the race has raised 
over $2.7 million for char-
itable organizations such 
as the JTB Foundation. 
The Run typically attracts 
12,000 participants. 

n September David and JoAnne Babbitt, 
president and vice-president of the JTB 

Foundation, traveled to Guilford, Connecticut 
to be a part of an important medical conference 
on AEDs. Other participants beside the JTB 
Foundation included: Advocates For Health; 
Greg Holthaus Memorial Fund; Parent Heart 
Watch; Zac Mago Foundation; and DèjáVu 
Safety Solutions.

“We just wrapped up our first ever De-
fibtech Nonprofit Summit,” said Defibtech of-
ficials. “Thank you to our nonprofit partners 

who took the time to visit and inspire us to 
continue working towards our mission. We had 
incredible discussions about how we can con-
tinue to collaborate to help save more lives from 
sudden cardiac arrest.”

Because of its strong commitment to distrib-
uting AEDs, the JTB Foundation was a 2021 
recipient of Defibtech’s Be A Heart Champion 
award. The award recognizes the work JTB 
does in the deployment of AEDs and spreading 
awareness about sudden cardiac arrest.

Another award won by the Foundation this 

year comes from the In A Heartbeat Founda-
tion of Wallingford, Connecticut. JoAnne and 
David Babbitt, president and vice president re-
spectively of the JTB Foundation, journeyed 
to Wallingford to accept the award during In 
A Heartbeat’s annual golf outing to receive 
the 2021 Heroes Award. This award is given 
in recognition of a person or group of people 
who have saved lives from sudden cardiac arrest 
either through direct involvement with rescue 
efforts or through advocacy and educational 
initiatives.  

JTB Foundation participates in 
important medical summit

Run Raises $3,000 for the JTB Foundation

JoAnne and David Babbitt 
show off a Defibtech defibril-
lator.

A RACE AT THE SHORE: Spring Lake 5 friends of the JTB 
Foundation

John Taylor Babbitt Foundation 
Trustees and Board of Directors
President David C Babbitt Chatham, NJ             

Vice President & Secretary JoAnne Taylor Babbitt  Chatham, NJ 

Treasurer Gerald Scales Dobbs Ferry, NY

Secretary Diane Duffy Madison, NJ

Marianne Andreach Basking Ridge, NJ 
Andrew Babbitt Hoboken, NJ
Frances Chester Chatham, NJ 
Kathleen Donovan  Chatham, NJ 
Sean Donovan Chatham, NJ 
Marian Joyce Sarasota, FL 
Jason Kluger New York, NY
LeeAnne Lan Chatham, NJ 

Martin S. Maron, MD
    Beth Israel Lahey Health - Lahey Hospital and 
    Medical Center Burlington, MA        
Michael Martinez Hoboken, NJ
Mike Papale – President- In A 
    Heartbeat Foundation Stamford, CT
Chuck Pomerantz Johns Island, SC 
Leslie Wolfson Peapack, NJ

JJ

II

The Defibtech Company held a summit meeting with its major sup-
pliers to discuss developments in AED technology. The Defibtech 
company is located in Guilford, Connecticut;

JoAnne and David Babbitt 
receiving the In A Heartbeat 
Hero award.
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he JTB Foundation 
for the first time has 

given out a new award, 
The John Taylor Babbitt 
Spirit Award. It is award-
ed to an individual that 
has embraced the goals 
and mission of the John 
Taylor Babbitt Founda-
tion and demonstrated an 
unwavering commitment 
to raising awareness about 
the prevention of sudden 
cardiac death.  The key 
qualities and attributes of 
the recipient include kind-
ness, leadership, devotion, 
and inspiration. 

At the Babbitt Ball, 
David Babbitt, president 
of the JTB Foundation, 
announced the recipient of 
the award, Joe McLaugh-
lin. Joe was a founding 
committee member of the 
Babbitt Ball seven years 
ago.

“Joe’s long-standing 
service and impactful con-
tribution to the Founda-
tion was always present.” 
said David Babbitt, presi-
dent of the JTB Foun-
dation. “He was always 
willing to lead the charge and bring people to-
gether in all the Foundations initiatives. Joe’s 
enthusiasm for our family and the Babbitt Ball 
event was contagious. Joe’s kindness, sincerity, 
compassion to others was so powerful and will 

Marianne Andreach 
Dave and JoAnne Babbitt
William Babbitt
Alan and Penny Blake
Bill and Candi Booker
Lisa Canty and Richard 

Kleinknecht
Matt Carlton
Delta Financial Group
Sean and Kate Donovan 
Sean Donovan Jr.
Matt Doherty
Diane Duffy and Walter 

Willinger
First Republic Bank
Jim and Anne Greener
John Hannan
Herman Goldman Foundation
Mike and Kathleen Healy

Highland Hospitality Group LLC
Hightower Holdings LLC
Nancy Hurley
Jack Hurley
LaFontaine Family Foundation
Richard and LeeAnne Lan
Kirk and Diane Lucas
Joe and Kate Margolis
Mike and Jean McFadden
Daniel McLaughlin
Dan and Lynn McLaughlin
Timothy McLaughlin
Frank and Patty McNicholas
George and Margan Mulvaney
Dave and Barbara Murphy
David and Diane Pasi
Ray and Mary Peloquin
Frank and Jean Pfeffer
Chuck Pomerantz

Gerald Scales
SDK Sports, LLC
The Able Baker
Robert Thornton
Anne Welsh McNulty  

Family Fund

Gifts through Charitable events:
Fundraiser In Honor of Joe 

McLaughlin – Coordinated by 
Scott Herdemian

The Bennett Family – Facebook 
Birthday  
Fundraisers – Ken and Tanya 

The Spring Lake 5 – Tom 
Healey

Donations In Memory of Mary 
Lou (Schleck) Babbitt 

Spirit Award Given at Gala

Donors Over $1,000

TT

JOE MCLAUGHLIN’S family and friends at the Babbitt Ball after receiving the John Taylor Babbitt Spirit 
Award on behalf of Joe.

never be forgotten.”
Babbitt thanked Joe’s good friend, Scott 

Herdemian, who set up a GO FUND Me page 
in Joe’s memory and raised $27,500 for the 
John Taylor Babbitt Foundation with over 100 

of Joe’s family and friends contributing to the 
campaign. The Babbitt Family and the John 
Taylor Babbitt Board of Directors presented 
the award to Joe’s brother, Jeff McLaughlin on 
behalf of the McLaughlin Family.  

JoAnne and David Babbitt, 
vice president and president of 
the JTB Foundation, conducted 
three 45-minute CPR/AED 
training sessions for over 75 fac-
ulty and staff members in Sep-
tember at Union Catholic High 
School.
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he second year for the Babbitt Ball in February
at the New York Athletic Club on Central Park

South brought an overwhelming response from 500
guests, most of them young New York and New Jer-
sey professionals.

“Everyone says it is the social event of the year,”
said JoAnne Babbitt, vice president of the JTB
Foundation. “It was a great success.”

The JTB Foundation started the Babbitt Ball last
year with an eye toward reaching out to the millen-
nial crowd, not only to make them aware of the

work of the foundation but about heart safety in
general.

“How do you get the millennial generation to
become aware of sudden cardiac arrest and become
advocates for emergency treatment?” asked founda-
tion board member Andrew Babbitt, 26, who works
at Deloitte in New York. “We thought we could ac-
complish that at a gala and formed a group of about
30 young people to organize it.”

Many on the committee, he said, were friends of
his brother John, a student at The Pingry School in
Basking Ridge who died 11 years ago at the age of
16 from Sudden Cardiac Arrest at a basketball game.
The friends reached back with John as far as gram-
mar school. Moreover, Andrew’s friends from Pin-
gry, Holy Cross and the Chatham area also came
forward to serve and did an incredible job.

Beside delicious food and dancing to a great
band, there was a photo booth and a chance auction
featuring mixology lessons, tickets to the musical
“Hamilton,” tickets to a Coldplay concert, dinners
at Peter Luger steakhouse in Brooklyn and Red
Rooster in Harlem, and the opportunity to learn to
“fly” on the trapeze at The Trapeze School of New
York on Pier 40 overlooking the Hudson River and
in South Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

However, the event wasn’t just a night of fun and
young professional networking. After a short talk
about training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) and Automatic External Defibrillators

(AEDs), the foundation had more than 60 ballgoers
sign up for training at CPR123, a professional life-
saving training firm in Manhattan.

Primary sponsor of the ball was BCB Commu-
nity Bank, with locations in Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Middlesex, Monmouth, and Union Counties. Plat-
inum sponsors included: Julianna Fricchione, Mari-
anne Andreach, John Chestnut, Dave and Barbara
Murphy, and Ed and Peggy Wolf. ♥

TTT

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS from the metro-
politan area packed the Babbitt Ball in Febru-
ary at the New York Athletic Club, among them
Kelly Peloquin (right) and Julianna Fric-
chione, both of Manhattan.

AGES MIXED at February’s Babbitt Ball.
From left are Anthony Cordio, Christine
Mascera, and Enza and Tony Cordio of Garden
City, New York.

Newsletter 2022

@jtb_foundation

Social icon

Square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

@TheJTBtweet @jtbfoundation.org

Inventive ways to give
orporate matching, pre-tax payroll 
deduction, or designating JTB for your 

United Way Donation are great ways to 
support the mission and activities of the 
JTB Foundation.

Most corporate programs allow you to 
direct your donation to any registered tax-
exempt nonprofit organization in the U.S., 
including the JTB Foundation.

If your company has a United Way 
program, a corporate matching or pre-tax 
payroll deduction program, please consider 
leveraging them to help us save lives from 
sudden cardiac arrest. Contact the John 
Taylor Babbitt Foundation at 973 722-1212 
or email info@jtbfoundation.org. 
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JACKSON YOUTH Football and Cheer is the recipient of a donation of an AED from the JTB Foundation.

ohn was 16 years old 
when he collapsed 

and died from an un-
detected heart condition 
while playing basket-
ball with his friends. He 
was a 2003 graduate 
of St. Patrick’s School 
in Chatham N.J. and 
a junior at The Pingry 
School in Basking Ridge. 
An avid sports fan, 
John played football, 
basketball, soccer and 
baseball. His knowledge 
of sports was legend-
ary, and he loved noth-
ing more than sharing 
that knowledge with his 
friends and family.

Virtuous, decent, 
kind and caring, John 
was a great friend, 
brother, son and grand-
son. He always listened 
when people wanted to 
talk and had the abil-
ity to bring a smile to 
the faces of those he 
touched.  

John’s Story
JJ


